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Why should you read this newsletter?

N QSOUTH DOUGLAS
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
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What is FIREWISE?
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Be Prepared for this fire season
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Around the house reminders
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Trees trimmed
atleast 10"

NEOOwW" I bxxbDOT w# Ea
61 WEUI wx OEODODPOT WEW®»1$Swi EDOGOEDESORDOU W
EEAOQWE] x1 OEPOT wOOwWUIT T wUPAT woOi wOT T wxpO
- L EOOOUDOPUAWPDOEr Ul wxUOUI EUPOOWEOEWDOX U
Covertestimes (0 = 301 T UWEBEwWODPOEVUwWUxwOOwWUI OwbOET 1 UwbOwE
“"fire ladder"

EUUUT wEUIl WwEOOOPI EB w3T 1 wUI UUOUDPOT WET bx
+1 0wlUwodbopwbhbi wadOUwWEUTI wbdOUT UT UUI EBw. U
OUOUEPOWEUUWEOOWEUI EUwWOIl w# OUT OEUwW" O6U

Space plants and shrubs
to prevent fire from spreading



What about my horses and other livestock?
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Watewille High School using Drones to detect Wildfire Hazards
- Kris Daratha i Watewille HS Science Teacher

The popular belief in our society is that wildfires are bad for the local forests. This is not true, at
our misconception of forest fires has resulted in devastating effects. Fires are a natural occurrence
the forest ecosystem. In fact, certain pine species are una » :
produce without the heat from a fire. By putting out all fires,
have allowed the buildup of undergrowth in the forests that
natural. Wi th all this mat
the ground floor to the canopy. This results in devastating f
that burns millions of acres. Waterville High School has ta
the challenge of preventing such forest fires by identifying ‘
tions of this organic material buildup in our forests. The scl
uses its drone to fly over the forest and identify specific arefe""\as® ‘

high risk where there is fuel near trees to allow a fire to travel from the ground floor to the canopy.

The School took part in a national competition with this idea (Samsung Solve for Tomorrow Conte:
and became the State Champion this last winter. The students are now building a computer progr:
detect these areas of high concern. The final program will be able to detect these areas on a live \
feed from the drone. This information will be shared with local resources informing them of the are
of high risk.

This drone program has many other potential applications, and the Science department is continui
expand the applications of drones to utilize students using STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer
Math) to better our local community.

| South Douglas Looking for Supervisor
Free Firewise Assessments
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we can schedule an appoint ment.

The five member Board of Supervisors meets on the first
Monday of each month, except August. The supervisors set

' policy and direction for the Conservation District, serving
without compensation. They oversee conservation practices in

South DOUgIaS southern Douglas County, promoting education and participa-
. . . tion in protecting natural resources. Currently, the district is
Conservation District involved in developing the Firewise Program in Douglas
206 N Chelan, Waterville, WA 98858 County, Vets on the Farm, water quality projects, and a cost
(509)74® 16 0 A share program for its cooperators. Supervisors serve as com-

munity contacts to identify resource needs and provide assis-
www.southdouglascd.org tance, whether technical, financial or educational. See our web-

Staff Member _ Board of Supervisors site for more information
Carol CowlingCoordinator Eddie GreerChair
Jeff RockVice Chair If you are interested in becoming a supervisor, please call the
southdouglascd@conservewa.ndtileen BoneAuditor office, (509) 748160. Ideally, this supervisor would be in-
Joe Spraueklember volved in the orchard industry. The other board members are
Terry BeselAssociate from the Waterville area and involved in dryland farming.
The Conservation QuarKeBodersAsgociate; sneq on|a However, anyone who is a landowner or occupier within the
quarterly basis by SoNeilhrnmesAgsogiateConser vatijon district boundaries is eligible. Deadline for the application is
Di stTrhiicst .news |l et ter i ?(Slénlh’Li‘JG amssegdté by July 31, 2017.
grants from the Washi % onservatilon
Commi ssi on, and the luarré/aA\UW SSQCEL%
Management . , other public and private
granting entities.
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